30 Years of Commitment to
the Lower Columbia

The Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership
&
The National Estuary Program



October 7, 2025

The National
Estuary Program

* Established by Congress in
1987 —under 8320 CWA

* Non-regulatory

* Locally driven



From the NEP Enabling Language:

* Point and nonpoint sources of pollution

* Restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological
Integrity of the estuary

* Restoration and maintenance of water quality

* A balanced indigenous population of shellfish, fish and wildlife

* Recreational activities in the estuary

 Assure that the designated uses of the estuary are protected,;

* Address the effects of recurring extreme weather events

“1* lIdentification and assessment of vulnerabilities in the estuary and
the development and implementation of adaptation strategies;

* |ncrease public education and awareness of the ecological health

and water quality conditions




The National Estuary Program (NEP) is an EPA place-based program to protect and restore the water
qguality and ecological integrity of estuaries of national significance.
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Brief History of the Estuary Partnership




1999 Signing
Ceremony
for the First
CCMP
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LoOwER COLUMBIA RIVER

ESTUARY PROGRAM




2"d Grade Students
Planting Trees during
our First Year of
Environmental
Education
Programming in 2001







2009 - Coal Creek Slough * 2013 - Steigerwald Lake NWR



Habitat
Restoration:

Action 2 of CCMP: Protect,
conserve, restore, and
enhance priority habitats,
particularly wetlands, on
the mainstem and within
tributaries of the lower
Columbia River and in the
estuary.

Priority Issues to Address -
* Biological Integrity

* Habitat Loss and
Modification




Horsetail Creek

in the Winter of
2023
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Elk out for
swim at
Steigerwald -
September
2025
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Tributary Connection

Grade a channel cannection
between Dyer CGreek and the
_ river to allow fish access into
' Dyer Creek and wetlands for

spawning and rearing.
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Floodplain Reconnection

Regsade Moodplain to Hll gravel pits
and create a multi-threaded channel
network connected to over 200 acres
of floodplain and wetlands,

Side channels Increase flows across
the floodplain that will rechatge
groundwater and provide refuge to |
salmonids during high flows.

Remove levee and create 10
acres of floodplain wetland
for additional flood storage
and off-channel habitat.

| Relocate trail away from
| eroding riverbank and realign
through new floodplain area.
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East Fork Lewis River
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Diversion Structure Being Removed — September 2025




Fish Salvage at the East Fork



Monitoring
Program
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Science




Community
Programs:
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Partners
visiting the
East Fork
Lewis River




Lower Columbia

Estuary

Partnership Org Chart 2025 - 2026

Human and Biclogical Communities of the Lower Columbia River

Principal Restoration
Ecolosist

Environmental Educator ||

L Environmental Educator [l

Principal Restoration
Ecologist

Envirommental Educator Il

= e Volunteer Programs
Commumnity Programs : Erams

Restoration Ecologist

Envircnmental Education
Team Coordinator

Environmental Education
Team Coordinator

) Restoration Project
Coordinator

Manager

Restoration Ecologist

Principal Restoration
Ecologist

Restoration Project
Manager

Program Specialist

Operations Coordinator

Cost Accounting
Coordinator

‘Community Programs
Director

Director of Education
Programs

Communications &
Development Manager
Finandial Accounting

Coordinator

Technical Programs
Contract Specialist

egislative Affairs

Chief Scientist

utive Director

Board Development
Committee

Board of Directors

Research Scientist |

Research Scientist Il

Research Scientist [l

Physical Scentist

Sdence Work Group

Notes:

#  Green indicates policy and advizory bodies
»  Green and Blue shaded boxes represent cross team
function across programming and projects.




Staff planting at Steigerwald — winter 2022
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Thank you!
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